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she secured in April 1898 a lease of Wei-hai-wei, which was
then occupied by Japanese troops, as a guarantee, and she
has since retained possession of it, although the place is of
no use except as a healthy summer resort. To meet the
supposed danger to Hong-Kong from the fortification of
Kwang-chau Bay by France, Great Britain in June 1898
concluded an agreement with China for a lease for ninety-
nine years of 400 square miles of territory in the peninsula
of Kowloon (Kau-lung) immediately opposite Hong-Kong
on the same terms as the French lease of Kwang-chau Bay.
Great Britain was anxious to see the policy of (Cthe open
door" carried out in China, so that all the nations should
have fair play, and in all the discussions which took place in
Parliament on the subject, this was insisted upon, as well as
the necessity of maintaining the integrity of the Chinese
Empire. The matters were also much discussed in Japan,
and an association was formed in April 1898 called the
Taigai-doshi-kwai or Association of Foreign Policy, with a
view to induce the Government to take measures to meet the
new order of things. It was composed of prominent states-
men and other leading men in the country, and, when its
representatives called upon Marquis Ito, the Premier " assured
them that the Government would not neglect to promote the
interests of the nation," and is said to have intimated "that
the attitude of Great Britain was very favourable to Japan."
Shortly afterwards, the Japanese Government, in order to
forestall the lease or occupation of the province of Fokien
opposite Formosa by a European Power, which would
menace Japan's possession of Formosa and Pescadores
Islands, demanded and obtained, just as Great Britain had
in respect of the Yang-tsze Valley, from China a promise
not to alienate the province.

In order not to be behind the other European Powers,
in February 1899 Italy demanded from the Chinese Govern-
ment the lease of Sammum Bay on the coast of Che-kiang
as a coaling station and naval base, including the concession
of three islands off the coast, with the right to construct a